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In a remote house in the middle of Dartmoor, six shadowy figures huddle around a table for a
seance. Tension rises as the spirits spell out a chilling message: "Captain Trevelyan... dead...
murder."Is this black magic or simply a macabre joke? The only way to be certain is to locate
Captain Trevelyan. Unfortunately, his home is six miles away and, with snowdrifts blocking the
roads, someone will have to make the journey on foot....This title was previously published as
The Murder at Hazelmoor.





Laura's Reviews, “Enjoyable Mystery!. What types of books do you like to read when winter
weather keeps you indoors?The Sittaford Mystery was the #ReadChristie2021 selection for
December. The theme was 'A story set during bad weather.' I didn’t get a chance to read it until
the end of January, but I’m glad that I did.On a Friday night with a winter storm brewing, six
neighbors have a séance. The message from beyond is that “Captain Trevelyan … dead…
murder.” His friend Major Burnaby rushes through the storm only to indeed find Captain
Trevelyan dead. Captain Trevelyan may have lived a low-key life in a rural village, but there seem
to be plenty of people with a motive to kill him. Was it his mysterious nephew, Jim Pearson, who
arrived in town the day of the murder? His other nephew that is supposed to be in Australia?
Who are the mysterious tenants that have leased his home? Clues are around every corner and
Inspector Narracott, reporter Charles Enderby, and Jim Pearson’s fiancée Emily Trefusis are on
the case.I enjoyed this mystery, and it was a perfect winter weather read. I really loved the
character of Emily Trefusis. She had spunk and was the driving force behind the investigation.
Her wit and humor made the novel for me. I once again did not figure out the murderer in this
one. I was surprised at the end, but it all did make sense.The characters were all fun and
interesting in this novel, except for Emily’s fiancé Jim Pearson. We don’t learn much about him
and Emily’s descriptions of him make him seem easy to manipulate. I was rooting for Charles
and Emily to end of up together.The Sittaford Mystery is a standalone Christie novel. I started
watching a Miss Marple episode titled, “The Sittaford Mystery,” that is from 2006. I only made it
about twenty minutes into the episode. Besides the book not being in the Miss Marple series,
the plot up to that point had nothing to do with the novel. The music for the episode was also
quite terrible. Are there any other films or shows of this mystery that are more enjoyable?Overall,
The Sittaford Mystery was another enjoyable Agatha Christie mystery.Book Source: Purchased
from Amazon.com”

Jerry Flack, “Enjoyable But Not Great Christie Mystery. I have enjoyed Agatha Christie for many
years. I loved her books on tape, especially this outing without Poirot or Miss Marple. But, years
later I did not enjoy much of the background material. I do wish that there was a BBC version of
this classic. I recommend The Sittaford Mystery, but it is not Christie in top form.”

Donna, “Good read. Good read. Great addition to Dad's collection of Agatha Christie books.”

C. Ebeling, “Christie at the top of her game. At the time Agatha Christie died, I was sure that I
had read everything she had published. Fortunately, that wasn't true and I'm still making
discoveries here and there. THE SITTAFORD MYSTERY embodies the best of Christie's
storytelling powers though it's not one of her better known books. It's a one-off, not one of her
popular series, but no one will miss Poirot or Miss Marple.It's worth noting that this was also
previously published as "Murder at Hazelmoor." Since titles should be important and appropriate



pointers to a story's heart, it's worth noting that the dichotomy is explained by the fact that the
action seems to simultaneously take place in two places, even though there is only one dead
body. Up in a remote village atop a bluff in the moor region, Sittaford, neighbors gather during a
snowstorm to amuse themselves. Someone suggests a séance, though few really take it
seriously. At first. Then the message that no one expects comes knocking through, that the
landlord of the house, who is wintering 6 miles away down in a real town, at Hazelmoor, has
been murdered. His old military pal leaves the party to investigate, even though it means
walking a couple of hours in the snow. Indeed, he finds the body, obviously murdered, and the
coroner puts the time at approximately the moment the "spirit message" was delivered up at
Sittaford. Enter the sensible police inspector. And then, enter the bright young fiancé of the silly
young man the Inspector arrests for the murder, who wants to save him. And, a journalist hoping
to crack a big story. Soon, everyone is sleuthing and ferreting out each other's secrets.It's a riot.
Christie has populated the two towns with delightful characters. Her wit is in full force. The plot
twists and red herrings abound. She has created an airtight world between the two places and
says some smart things about living in a tiny remote village. She captures England circa 1931
nicely, the mood still recovering from World War I and grappling with modern times.”

Lee Murray Brazos Booksellers, “A pleasant read. A pleasant read and a joy to occasionally read
something besides Marlee and Poirot—delightful as they are.A fun read, and correctly stated
that you would never figure this one out from the clues given.Highly recommended.”

John Hopper, “nice setting, some interesting characters but an unconvincing resolution. This is
not one of the better known Christie novels, featuring neither Hercule Poirot not Miss Marple, but
this gives an opportunity for other characters to breathe and take centre stage, especially in this
case Emily Trefusis, girlfriend of the main suspect to this mysterious murder. In the isolated
settlement of Sittaford on Dartmoor on a snowy winter night a seance takes place, in which a
"spirit" announces the murder of the non-present owner of the house, a Captain Trevelyan. It
emerged that he had in fact been murdered at the same time. The eventual solution turns out to
be anything but paranormal, relying on, in my view, a rather unconvincing means of rapid travel.
The Inspector investigating the crime is sharp enough, but lacking the intuition of Miss Trefusis
who, as the sharpest tool in the whole box, gets to the solution first. There is an interesting set of
characters and even a Dickensian-style convict escaped on the Moor situation. A good read,
though as I say, I didn't find the resolution very satisfactory.”

BGS, “Excellent. Another enthralling book by the queen of crime Agatha Christie without her
normal sleuths of Miss Marple or Hercule Poirot on the scene to solve it. The novel is set in
Dartmoor and is about a group of characters who live in a village called Sittaford. Captain
Trevelyan's house which has been rented for the winter is the scene for a seance, this is being
held by the mother and daughter renting his house and is attended by many of the village



neighbours. During the seance Captain Trevelyan's name is mentioned as having been
murdered so Major Burnaby sets off in a snowstorm to find his friend to reassure himself that he
is okay. On his arrival he finds that his friend had been murdered and calls in the police and the
local doctor. A suspect is found pretty quickly and is found to be one of the deceased nephews
who had gone to see the Captain for a loan, he leaves for London on an early morning train.
Unfortunately the police don't reckon on his fiancée Emily Trefusis who is certain he didn't
commit the crime and along with Inspector Narracott the real culprit is apprehended.”

Mr. Kenneth D. Jones, “Vintage murder mystery. Agatha Christie stories are best enjoyed in the
place and time in which they were originally set, a world of good old fashioned clue spotting and
red herrings. A world without computers or mobile communication this absorbing story sparkles
with clever writing and an original idea for murder. Heavy snow cuts off a village, nobody could
have committed the crime, yet someone did. Perfect book to relax with and enjoy. Highly
recommended.”

The book has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 1,052 people have provided feedback.
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